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The ca. 700 millien year-long geotectonic histery of the Japanese Islands comprises three distinct intervals;: i.e., (1) the age
of a passive continental margin off the South China continental margin (ca. 700-520 Ma), fgFZ) the age of an active margin
characterized by an arc-trench system (ca. 520-20 Ma), and (3) the age of an island arc off East Asia (20 Ma to the present).
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520 Ma tectonic inversion from a passive to an active margin by the initiation of subducticn from the Pacific side, and the ca.
20 Ma tectonic isclation of the medern island arc system from the Asian margin by the back-arc basin (Japan Sea) opening.
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